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The records of the British Post Office, managed by The Royal Mail Archive are among the first to have been Designated as being of ‘outstanding national and international importance’, by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA).

The Royal Mail Archive, one of the oldest business archives in existence, chronicles nearly 400 years of history, taking up 2.5 miles of shelving.  It contains an amazing amount of material created by and for the Post Office since the 17th century, including management and employment records, maps, photographs and unique stamp artwork.  The stories held within the archive reflect the incredible impact that the Post Office has had in many areas, including employment, overseas expansion, art and design, development of transport and communications.  The Designation Panel commented that ‘ the collection is outstanding in terms of its evidential, historical and cultural value’.  

The Designation award has come a year after The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) was established.  The Royal Mail Archive is managed by the BPMA, who are delighted by the Designation.  Chief Executive Tony Conder said: ‘Designation recognises just how significant the postal heritage of this country is.  We feel sure that this national approval will increase public awareness of this gem and encourage visitors and online users to explore this rich resource for British postal and social history.’  

In its first year, the BPMA have made giant leaps towards increasing access to the archive collection by launching an online catalogue that already contains over 20,000 items, and is used by researchers worldwide.  The public access Search Room in Freeling House, London, has also been refurbished, and is enjoyed by an ever-increasing number of social and family historians, philatelists and media research teams.  

This has been the first year that the MLA has invited archives and libraries to apply for Designated status, which was previously reserved for museum collections.  Just 38 collections were given the award in the first round, and only one other business archive was recognised.

The Royal Mail Archive Search Room in Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL, is open to the public to use and enjoy from 10am to 5pm, Monday to Friday.  The catalogue and a series of online exhibitions can be browsed at www.postalheritage.org.uk

***ENDS*** 


Notes to editors:

The Royal Mail Archive
The Royal Mail Archive is managed by The British Postal Museum & Archive.

The Archive Search Room is open to the public to use and enjoy from 10am – 5pm Monday to Friday, and until 7pm on Thursdays.  

The Archive is located in Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL.

Public enquiries: 020 7239 2570, info@postalheritage.org.uk

Nearest tube: Chancery Lane, Farringdon, King’s Cross

The Museum Store is open to the public on various dates trough out the year, and is enjoyed by visitors of all ages, Royal Mail employees and the local community.  The Store is located in Loughton, Essex, IG10 3UD

The British Postal Museum & Archive is the public identity of the Postal Heritage Trust
Registered Charity Number 1102360, Company Number 4896056
The British Postal Museum & Archive is principally funded by The Royal Mail Group Plc.

For press enquiries relating to the Royal Mail Group Plc, contact the press office on 020 7250 2384
Designation

The Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) manages the Designation scheme.  For further information about the Designation Scheme, contact Emma Poole or Gemma Crisp on 020 7273 1459 or visit the MLA website at www.mla.gov.uk
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